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necessary, interfere with this duty, either in public
or in private. Nor, on the other hand, must a man
be so intent upon religious duties, as to neglect the
proper times and seasons of business. There is a
medium to be observed in everything, and works of
supererogation are not required at any man's hands;
though it must be confessed, there is far less need
of cautions to be given on this side of the question
than, on the other; for, alas! so little danger are
we in generally of being hurt by too much religion,
that it is more than twenty times for once, that
tradesmen neglect their shops and business, to
follow the track of their vices and extravagancies,
by taverns, gaming-houses, balls, masquerades, plays,
harlequinery, and operas, insomuch that this may
be truly called an age of gallantry and gaiety. The
playhouses and balls are now filled with citizens
and young tradesmen, more than with gentlemen
and families of distinction; the shopkeepers wear
different garbs than what they were wont to do, are
decked out with long wigs and swords, and all the
frugal badges of trade are quite disdained and
thrown aside.

But what is the consequence ? You did not see
in those days such frequent acts of grace for the
relief of insolvent debtors, and yet the jails filled
with insolvents before the next year, though ten or
twelve thousand have been released at a time by
those acts. Nor did you see so many commissions
of bankrupt in the Gazette as now. The wise man
said long ago, He that loves pleasure shall be a
poor man. But nothing ruins a tradesman so ef-
fectually as the neglect of his business; he therefore
who is not determined to pursue his trade diligently,
liad much better never begin it.

Nor can a man, without diligence, ever thoroughly
understand his business ; and how should he thrive